
 

Administering Substances to Protected Wildlife 
Support responsible wildlife management 

The proposed legislation would prohibit an unauthorized person from administering certain 
substances to Utah’s protected wildlife. It is important to regulate these substances now. New 
wildlife-targeted drugs will soon be available, and some groups claim—erroneously—that these 
drugs can replace hunting as an effective management strategy. 
 
What substances do people try to administer? 

Every year, there are people who try to take wildlife management issues into their own hands. 
These individuals are not wildlife professionals, but they administer a variety of chemical and 
organic substances to protected wildlife. Some of these substances can control fertility, while others 
can sedate or harm an animal.  
 
Why is this a problem? 

This practice jeopardizes the safety of both humans and animals. If animals feel trapped or 
threatened, they will fight back with tooth, hoof, claw, odor or venom. People can be injured or killed 
under these circumstances. There’s also another serious threat. In untrained hands—even with the 
best of intentions—many substances can be damaging, disfiguring or lethal to wildlife. A final point 
to consider is the potential harm to humans who consume meat from unlawfully treated animals. 

 

  
Administered incorrectly, certain substances can 
sicken or disfigure mule deer. 

Biologists from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources assess the 
health of a Rocky Mountain goat during a 2007 transplant. 

 
What does the legislation prohibit and allow? 

The legislation prohibits individuals from administering chemical and organic substances to 
protected wildlife unless otherwise authorized by the Utah Wildlife Board in rule. This includes any 
substance that can pacify, sedate, control fertility, immobilize, harm, kill or similarly affect protected 
wildlife. The legislation also recognizes the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources’ authority to 
administer chemical and organic substances to protected wildlife. This legislation does not apply to 
accepted agricultural practices, emergency wildlife feeding or a licensed veterinarian who is treating 
lawfully possessed, protected wildlife. 
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